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Architect Christine Kelly redesigned the home’s original side entrance to be front-facing, creating a welcoming foyer (above). Marks-Woods 
Construction Services fashioned a turned stair with a new landing. Designer Liz Mearns conveyed a collected look with a Chinese altar table, a 
Farsh Carpets stair runner and a vintage rug. Straight ahead, the airy living room features a bay (opposite) with an Arhaus table and Noir chairs.
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LIVELY MIX
Liz Mearns embraces warmth and casual 
sophistication in an Alexandria abode 
Text by Julie Sanders  |  Photography by Stacy Zarin Goldberg 

W LWK�IRXU�DFWLYH�NLGV��D�KRPHPDNHU�DQG�KHU�DWWRUQH\�KXVEDQG�
ZDQWHG�WKHLU�RXWPRGHG������&RORQLDO�WR�EHWWHU�VXLW�WKHLU�QHHGV��
7KH\�DVVHPEOHG�D�GHVLJQ�WHDP�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�DUFKLWHFW�&KULVWLQH�

.HOO\��0DUNV�:RRGV�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�6HUYLFHV�DQG�GHVLJQHU�/L]�0HDUQV�WR�PDV�
WHUPLQG�D�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��ŗ7KH�JRDO�ZDV�WR�FUHDWH�PRUH�URRP�IRU�WKH�IDPLO\��
:H�UHFRQILJXUHG�DQG�XSGDWHG�DOO�LQWHULRU�VSDFHV�Ř�UHFRXQWV�0DUNV�:RRGV�
SDUWQHU�'UHZ�0DUNV��$PRQJ�WKH�PDQGDWHV��5HRULHQW�WKH�IURQW�HQWU\�DQG�
IR\HU��PRYH�WKH�SULPDU\�VXLWH�DQG�H[SDQG�WKH�JDOOH\�NLWFKHQ��'RRUV�ZHUH�
DGGHGŠDQG�UHPRYHGŠWR�IDFLOLWDWH�IORZ�DQG�FUHDWH�FR]LQHVV��7KH�UHGR�XOWL�
PDWHO\�DGGHG�����VTXDUH�IHHW�WR�WKH�������VTXDUH�IRRW��ILYH�EHGURRP�DERGH���

0HDUQV�MRLQHG�WKH�WHDP�DW�WKH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��ŗ/L]�KDG�GHVLJQHG�RXU�
OLYLQJ�URRP�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�HDUOLHU��ZH�ORYHG�ZKDW�VKH�GLG��VR�ZH�ZDQWHG�
KHU�WKHUH�WR�DGYLVH�XV�Ř�H[SODLQV�WKH�ZLIH��7KH�GHVLJQHU�LPPHGLDWHO\�JOHDQHG�
KHU�FOLHQWVŖ�DHVWKHWLF��ZKLFK�VKH�GHVFULEHV�DV�ŗ&DOLIRUQLD�FRROŘŠD�FDVXDO�\HW�
FXUDWHG�ORRN�WKDW�LV�ERWK�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DQG�IDPLO\�IULHQGO\��

ŗ,W�IHHOV�HIIRUWOHVV�Ř�0HDUQV�VD\V��ŗ%XW�LWŖV�FOHDU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�GHVLJQ�SODQ�Ř�
$�4	$�ZLWK�WKH�GHVLJQHU�DERXW�WKH�SURMHFW�IROORZV��
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The family room (above) boasts large-scale, kid-friendly seating. A 104-inch sofa in durable Lee fabric and a West Elm leather couch surround a 
72-by-43-inch bluestone coffee table; an abstract painting by Tiffany Steele McAvoy is a unifying element. An eye-catching Arteriors chandelier 
hangs above an RH table and Arhaus chairs in the dining room (opposite), which features a vintage mirror and lamp atop a Noir sideboard.

How did the home’s look evolve? 
,W�ZDV�FROOHFWLYH�EUDLQVWRUPLQJ�WR�UHDFK�
D�VW\OH��0\�IDPLO\�LV�RULJLQDOO\�IURP�
&DOLIRUQLD��DQG�,�ZHQW�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�
UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�UDQFKHU�VW\OH��ZKLFK�\RX�
VHH�RXW�WKHUH��7KH�KRXVH�KDV�QR�EDVH�
PHQW�DQG�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�Ŗ��V��VR�WKH�
ORRN�IHOW�ULJKW��,ŖP�LQVSLUHG�E\�&DOLIRUQLD�
GHVLJQHUV�OLNH�$PEHU�/HZLV��ZKR�FUHDWHV�
HFOHFWLF�VSDFHV�LQ�D�UHOD[HG��FDVXDO�VW\OH��
7KLV�KRXVH�FRXOGQŖW�EH�WRR�SUHFLRXV��
VLQFH�D�IDPLO\�OLYHV�KHUH��,�WHOO�P\�FOLHQWV��
D�KRXVH�FDQ�EH�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DQG�QRW�EH�
IRUPDO��GRQŖW�FRQIXVH�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�ZLWK�
IRUPDOLW\��<RX�FDQ�KDYH�ERWK�

What design choices support the 
home’s aesthetic?
2XU�WDJOLQHV�ZHUH�QHXWUDOV��WH[WXUHV��
:HVW�&RDVW�OLIHVW\OH��:H�XVHG�D�ORW�RI�
FDVHJRRGV��VLGHERDUGV�LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�
GLQLQJ�URRPV�DUH�E\�1RLU��ZKLFK�LV�EDVHG�
RXW�RI�/$�DQG�KDV�D�FRRO��IXQN\�ORRN��
:H�DOVR�SXOOHG�LQ�YLQWDJH�SLHFHV�VR�WKH�
URRPV�IHHO�FROOHFWHG�DQG�QRW�OLNH�D�FDWD�
ORJ��,W�ZDV�D�ILQH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�&DOLIRUQLD�
DQG�PLG�FHQWXU\��&RPELQLQJŠVW\OHV�DQG�
HUDV��ROG�DQG�QHZŠJLYHV�D�URRP�GHSWK�

You used unmatching fabrics for
the family room sofas. How do 
you make that work?
,�SUHIHU�XSKROVWHULQJ�VRIDV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�
IDEULFV��,�JHW�SXVKEDFN�RQ�LW�VRPHWLPHV��
EXW�,�OLNH�URRPV�WR�IHHO�VOLJKWO\�FROOHFWHG��
,I�\RX�GRQŖW�PDWFK��WKRXJK��\RX�KDYH�
WR�EH�FDUHIXO�WKDW�WKH�VKDSHV�RI�WKH�
IUDPHV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�

Share how you selected the rugs for 
this project.
,�WUHDW�UXJV�OLNH�DUW��,�ORYH�WR�PL[�PHGL�
XPVŠMXWH��DQWLTXH�3HUVLDQ��KLGH��VWULSHV��
7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�DQWLTXH�UXJV�LQ�WKLV�
SURMHFW��,Q�WKH�IR\HU��DQ�DQWLTXH�UXJ�ORRNV�
JUHDW�QH[W�WR�D�IUHVK��VWULSHG�VWDLU�UXQQHU��
$QG�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�KDV�D�YHU\�URSH\�MXWH�
UXJ�WKDWŖV�VRIW�XQGHUIRRW��,�ZDQWHG�LW�WR�
EH�QHXWUDO�WR�VXSSRUW�D�FXVWRP�RWWRPDQ�
LQ�WKHUH�WKDW�,�KDG�XSKROVWHUHG�XVLQJ�D�
EHDXWLIXO�DQWLTXH�UXJ��,WŖV�D�FHQWHUSLHFH�
RI�WKH�URRP�

How does art enhance a space?
$UW�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQWŠLW�UHDOO\�LV�WKH�HOH�
PHQW�WKDW�SXOOV�HYHU\WKLQJ�WRJHWKHU��,�WU\�
WR�PL[�SULQWV��ODQGVFDSHV��DEVWUDFWV��HWF��
<RXU�H\H�VWRSV�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHV�DUW�PRUH�
ZKHQ�LWŖV�QRW�DOO�WKH�VDPH��,Q�WKLV�SURMHFW��
WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�ILYH�SLHFHV�E\�
7LIIDQ\�6WHHOH�0F$YR\��ZKR�ZRUNV�ZLWK�

Renovation Architecture: Christine A. Kelly, AIA, 
Crafted Architecture LLC, Alexandria, Virginia. 
Interior Design: Liz Mearns, Imagine Design, 
Arlington, Virginia. Renovation Contractor: Drew 
Marks, Marks-Woods Construction Services, 
Alexandria, Virginia.
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ASK LIZ

NAME A TREND YOU’VE 
EMBRACED. 

For a while it was brass hardware 
and finishes everywhere, but lately 
we’re seeing people wanting nickel 

again. I still love the brass, but nickel 
can also be pretty.

WHAT TREND WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO SEE MORE OF?

During covid, we learned that more 
cozy separate rooms are good to 

have—this house has some intimate 
spots that serve a family well. I’d 

like to see more sitting rooms off of 
primary bedrooms, so people can 

shut a door and have privacy. 
If you’re building, give yourself the 
option to be separate and private 

sometimes. 

FAVORITE COLOR RIGHT NOW?
Benjamin Moore’s White Dove is my 

go-to neutral. For a big color, 
I love Ka Ching by C2. It’s a 

deep, moody green that I’ve been 
using lately.  

WHAT PIECE OF FURNITURE 
WOULDN’T YOU PART WITH?

The club chair next to the fireplace 
in my kitchen. My husband cooks 

while I sit there with my laptop and 
a glass of wine.

PH�DQG�LV�D�WDOHQWHG�SDLQWHU�RI�DEVWUDFW�
DUW��7KHUHŖV�RQH�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�URRP�WKDW�,�
WKLQN�WLHV�WKH�URRP�WRJHWKHU�

Describe the kitchen design.
,�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ZLIH�DQG�3HQQV\O�
YDQLD�EDVHG�0DVWHU�'HVLJQ��ZKLFK�IDEUL�
FDWHG�WKH�ZKLWH�RDN�FDELQHWU\��7KHUH�ZDV�
D�ORW�RI�HGLWLQJ��:H�ZDQWHG�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WR�
EH�D�FDOP�VSDFH��VR�ZH�NHSW�WKH�ILQLVKHV�
FRQVLVWHQW��ZLWKRXW�PXFK�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�
VXUIDFHV��,�ORYH�WKH�EODFN�FDELQHW�ZDOO��

:H�FKRVH�KRQHG�7DM�0DKDO�TXDUW]LWH�
IRU�WKH�FRXQWHUWRSV�DQG�EDFNVSODVK�DQG�
XVHG�D�JOD]HG��KDQGPDGH�FHUDPLF�WLOH�
IURP�3RUWXJDO�IRU�WKH�UDQJH�ZDOO��7KH�
KRRG�ZDV�FXVWRP�E\�0DUNV�:RRGV��WKH\�
DSSOLHG�WKH�SODVWHU�ILQLVK�RQ�VLWH��

Why choose wallpaper over paint?
:KHQ�D�URRP�ODFNV�DUFKLWHFWXUH��ZDOOSD�
SHU�FDQ�JLYH�LW�LQWHUHVW��,�XVHG�D�EROG�IOR�
UDO�SDWWHUQ�E\�7KLEDXW�LQ�WKH�ZLIHŖV�VLW�
WLQJ�URRP�WR�FUHDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�KDSS\�DQG�
XQH[SHFWHG��,�DOVR�ILQG�WKDW�ZDOOSDSHU�
FDQ�GHILQH�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�VSDFH�DV�D�URRP��
KHUH��,�ZDOOSDSHUHG�D�VHFRQG�IORRU�SDVV�
WKURXJK�WKDW�ZH�H[SDQGHG�DQG�WXUQHG�
LQWR�D�JDPH�URRP�

What is the story behind the primary 
suite? 
,W�XVHG�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�IORRU�DERYH�
WKH�JDUDJH��SDUW�RI�D�����V�DGGLWLRQ��7KH�
RZQHUV�GHFLGHG�WR�XVH�WKDW�KXJH�VSDFH�
DV�D�UHF�URRP�IRU�WKH�NLGV�DQG�PRYHG�
WKHLU�EHGURRP�GRZQ�WR�WKH�PDLQ�IORRU��
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Marks-Woods recently won PRO Remodeler of the Year awards for both the kitchen and the whole house; an addition tripled the size of the 
kitchen (above), which is anchored by an oversized island. A skylight brightens the vaulted eating area (opposite). Part of the owners’ suite, 
the wife’s sitting room (below) is elevated by Thibaut botanical wall covering. 

WR�D�VSDFH�WKDW�SUHYLRXVO\�FRQWDLQHG�WZR�
EHGURRPV��7KH�ZLIH�RULJLQDOO\��KRSHG�WR�
XVH�WKH�VPDOOHU�RQH�DV�D�FORVHW��EXW�,�SHU�
VXDGHG�KHU�WR�PDNH�LW�KHU�VLWWLQJ�URRP��,�
HQYLVLRQHG�LW�DV�D�OLWWOH�IHPLQLQH��D�UHVSLWH�
IURP�WKH�FKDRV�RI�IDPLO\�OLIH��%HDXWLIXO�
EXLOW�LQV�OLQH�RQH�ZDOO�DQG�WKRVH�ILW�WKH�
EXON�RI�KHU�ZDUGUREH���

Talk about the variety of woods in 
this house. 
7KH�IORRUV�DUH�D�ZLGH�SODQN�PDSOH�DQG�
WKH�GRRUV�DUH�QHZ�WR�WKH�KRPH��PDGH�RI�
ILU�VWDLQHG�D�ZDUP�KXH��,�ORYH�WKDW�WKH\ŖUH�
QRW�ZKLWH��7KH�NLWFKHQ�FDELQHWV�DUH�OLJKW�
VWDLQHG�ZKLWH�RDN�DQG�ZH�KDYH�GDUN�ZDO�
QXW�EXLOW�LQV�LQ�WKH�PXGURRP��:KLOH�,�
WKLQN�\RX�ZDQW�VRPH�FRQVLVWHQF\��,�EHOLHYH�
PL[LQJ�ZRRGV�HQVXUHV�D�KRXVH�ZRQŖW�IHHO�
OLNH�D�PRGHO�KRPH��'LIIHUHQW�ZRRGV�PDNH�
D�VSDFH�IHHO�VSHFLDO��■
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